2. Phonology 

The phonemes of Nengone are as follows: 
Table 1. Consonants 





Bilabial 


Dental/ 
Alveolar 


Reiroflex 


Alveo- 
palatal 


Velar 


Glottal 


Stops/Affricates: 
vl asp. 


P' 


t^ 






C^ 


k^ 




vl unasp. 
vd unasp. 
Fricatives: 


P 
b 


I 
d 






J 


k 


? 


vl 


(0 


e 


s 




s 


W 


h 


vd 






z 






Y 




Nasals: 
















vl 
vd 


m 


n 
n 






n 






Laterals 




I 












Vibrants 




r 












Semivowels 


w 

• 








y 







Note: the phonemes in parenthesis occur only in borrowings. Note also that 
a syllabic nasal occurs in one word in Nengone, namely mma [rna] 'house'. 



874 Nengone 
Table 2. Vowels 



Front Central Back 



High i T u u 

Mid-high e e o 5 

Mid-low e e o 5 

Low a I 



Vowel length is phonenaic in Nengone, thus producing a second vowel 
series. Nasality is not, however, phonemic, unlike the mainland New 
Caledonian languages. Utterance final vowels are devoiced. 



2.1 Stress 

Stress is non-phonemic in Nengone. In words of more than one syllable, 
primary stress falls on the penultimate. Secondary stress falls two syllables 
before the syllable bearing primary stress. 



2.2 Phonotactics 

a) Syllable Structure: 

A syllabic nucleus is always a vowel (V), which may be preceded or 
followed by any consonant (C), or both preceded or followed by C. 

Examples: 



V 


u 


'to cry' 


e 


'yes' 


(C)V 


pa 


'grandfather' 


ke 


'to refuse' 


V(C) 


ai 


'to swim' 


un 


'breadfruit tree' 


(C)V(C) 


len 


'road' 


wen 


'root' 



b) Word Structure: 

A CVCV pattern predominates in Nengone word structure. No clusters of 
CC may occur, although VV and even VVV may. Examples of Nengone 
word structure: 



V 


u 


'to cry' 


e 


'yes' 


VV 


la 


'animal' 


ue 


'high tide' 


cv 


lo 


'there' 


da 


'blood' 
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vc 


al 


*to swim' 


ad 


'thing' 


cvc 


r)om 


'man' 


woi^ 


'bush forest' 


vcv 


de 


'rain' 


ow 


'morning' 


vvv 


aea 


Tish trap' 


aeo 


'food dish' 


cvv 


peu 


\o weed' 


leu 


'to follow' 


vvc 


eo6 


'shark' 


eak 


'west' 


cvcv 


moqia 


'old man' 


wata 


neg' 


cvvc 


yeud 


'octopus' 


eact 


'to sleep' 


vcvv 


adai 


'flying fox' 


a0oe 


'to light fire' 


vvcv 


ieke 


'crab sp' 


aida 


'young boy' 


cvcvc 


daqian 


'man' 


wanin 


'arm' 


cwvcw 


deide 


'to wink' 


duada 


'thumb' 


vcvcv 


erenu 


'stalk' 


ekone 


'to marry' 


cvcvv 


maduo 


'to the west' 


nodei 


'air 



Restrictions on phoneme occurrence: /s, z, i' and V together with the /ip n fl/ 
and also, /n and y/do not occur word finally, /^and j/do not occur word 
initially. 

Wherever two consonants come together, one word-final and the other 
word-initial, an epenthetic vowel /e/ is inserted. Thus: 

buid-e 6i ule ' they see ' . 
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